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Environment 1n

UCH of the secular history of the
charches of Manhattan Island s
A récord of protest against the

Inevitable—again the need for
town to overtake a congregation

moving up

Typical of church congervatism ax to real

ealate movements s the
L. Booth tells In her “History
ef New York” of the Lutherin
which in the early dave of the clty was in
deep water for lack of money.  Gifts were
few, and a friend came to the ald of the
distressed church with an offer of “a tract
ol alx acrea of ground In the nelghborhood
of the stone bridge on the corner of Broad
viay and Canal street.” The Lrustees de-
iiberated and reached this declsion: “That
the land In question was not worth the
trouble of fencing In”

St. John's Chapel a Landmark.

Not many years ago the proposal to tear
down St John's Chapel ‘n Varick street he-
cupse jtsa worshippers had long slnce de-
serted It aroused a storm of disapproval
rr. the ground that the historic churches
n* New York were all too few. Yet when
the chanpel was first planned in 1807 the
nelghborhood was on “the outskirts of
civilization,” faclng & marsh coversd with
Frambles and bulrushes and tenanted by
frogs and water snakes,

Miss Booth frst published her history a
Httle more than sixty years ago. when Cen-
tral Park had been planned bot was still
tar from completion, when, as she phrased
it, “the hand of civillzation has attached
Jones's Wood, the last fastness of the for
mer wilderness, and transformed (t from lts
savage wildness Into a tamed forest—the
favorite localty of picnies and musical fes.
tivala.” And Joneg's Wood ran from Sixty-
aixth to Seventy-first street, between First
avenus and the East River.

xtory which Mary
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church,

of the

Bmall wonder, then, that no! even
chorches survive In a4 community which
changes so rapidly, but it is possible to

plek from those which were chosen to 1llus-
trats early editlons of Miss Booth's bonk
half a dozen which still stand and to con-

trast their present appearance with the
engravings of sixty years ago
Three Old Broadway Churches.
The three Broadway churches are per-

kaps the most familiar to present day New
Yorkers. and the three are all of one de-
nomination. Oldest In its pariah history and
most commonly glven the title aof “old"
Trinity is still the youngest of the three
bulldings. for Grace Church antedates it by
ten years and Bt. Paul's Chapel was elghty
years old when the presént Trinity was bullt,
nnd 18 one of the few bulldings of pre-Revo-
lutlon times now standing In Manhattan
8t, Paul's is one of those churches whose
bullders defied reason by putting it so far
up town that no one could attend i Bullt
with its back to Broadway so that It might
face the North River. it was surrounded by
orchards and green flelds. The Rev. Dr
Morgan Dix, In his "Historical Recollections
of St. Paul's Chapel" quoltes a econtem-
parary view of the burghers who “scrupled
nnt to comment with jJust severity on the
folly of that visionary sat of men. the Vestry
of Trinity Church, whe had put so lnrge and
ornate a bullding in a place so remote and
srquestered, so difficult of arcess and to
which the population conld rever extend.”

Washington at St. Paul's.

At. Paul's greatest glory came in the brisf
period at the close of the Revelution, when
New York was the capital of the country,
when Washington walked there from the
scens of his inaugural to lstan to prayers

All Too Few
Remaining Suffer Many Changes

and Those
in
Half a Century

v one of the
Congress

That was In 1788, and there was no Trinity
then, Fire in the fall of 1776 had destroyed
the building and it was not until the yeir
of Washington's fnauguration that a new
was begun® Three years Iater it wis
dedicated by Bishop Provost, who, as chap
lnin of Congress, had prayed for Washington
at Bt, Paul's. But not even that bullding
wis the one which Miss Booth's history de
picts and which nowaday New Yorkers
know. The present bullding is a youngsier
of 74

Grve Church, at what was the head of
Broadway when It was bullt, Is ten yvedars
thien Trinity, Tts earler home bl
boen at Broadway and Rector street, on the
pite of u Lutheran church. Grace is one
church which has sought to ward off the
real estate rush by surrounding itself with
open space. Ten years ago the church au-
thorities purchased the Broadwny corner
below the church where once stood Flelsch-
mann's restaurant and where the [amous
bread line gathercd. Thia wias opened as
Huntngton Close and has mude (Grace
Church's immediate surroundings safe

Old Catholic Churches,

Chief of the surviving (stholic churches
of the first half of the last century wre 81
I'oter's In Barclay street and the old St Put
rick's Cathedral at Mott und Prince streets
The latter, here pletured in Its earller and
present states, wns dedicated in 1815 Its
builder und architect wos Joseph Mangin
who wus nssodlated with John MeComb In
the construction of the City Hall

The site at Mottt and Prince streets wias
ariginully selected ns & burying ground for

newly appointed chaplaing 1

Oldiy

the parish of St Peter's, which had been
bullt some guarter of a century earlller. The
same reiason, oddly enough, dictated the

cholee of Fifth avenue and Fiftleth street for
the new St Patrick’s, that neighborhood
having been selected as a cemetery for the
Catholic parish

The two neighboring churches In lower
Fifth uvenue, the Church of the Ascenslon at
Tenth street, and the old First Presbyterian
at Twellth street, bave stood the test of time
remarkably well. The latter, which is now
the surviving partner of the consilidation
which Included the Madison square and the
University place churches, began its history
In Wall street, where It had two bulldings,
anid finally moved becauss (s property thers
hud grown toa vialuable

Half a dozen years ago when Il was pre-
posed by an up-State Assembiyman W i
all churches valued at more than $1J0.000
figures were printed on the worth of the
older church properties in New York. Trinity
led the list, and It was at the time deseribed
a8 "the most valuable piece of propertly In
the world devoled to religious purposes, with
the posslble exception of the Vatican™
Superlatives are dangerous and thoughta of
Bt. Paul's In London occur, but the $17,800,.
000 then placed on Trinity Church and
graveyard i® an improessive amount even In
these days. St. Paul's Chapel wias put at &
modest 36,000,000,

Churches of Earlier Date.

The two churches on lower Fifth avenue
were appraised more modeatly at that time
Tha Church of the Ascension was valued at
$475,000 and its neighbor on the block above
at an even milllon. An interesting compari-
son of values ia the $6,000,000 for the block
front of 8t. Patrick's Cathedral at Fifty-first
streat with the million for the block front
forty squares further down the avenue

No trace, of couree, survives of the first
of Manhattan churches and her eariler his-
tory ia lems ecclesiastical than that of the
English colonies to the north. but Fort Am-

had bardly bean built when & room
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The WALL ENCLOSING The GRAVEYARD IS ALMOST
ONLY CHANGE IN TWO GENERATIONS.

The

on the second floor of the horse mill wis set
apart for religious services, although there
wias no ordalned minister. This was soon
after Poter Minuit had set a4 real estate
standard by buying the lsland of Manhat-
tan from the Indians for sixty gullders (24).

When Van Twiller came In 1633 he
brought with him Everardus Bogardus, long
revered as the first minister In what s now
New York. An iconoclastic United Siates
Minister to The Hague, some sixty years ago
found among some papers in the Dutch
Church Historical Soclety a lettar from
Jonaa Michaslius, described as the first min-
ister of the Church of New Amsterdam
Whichever has the honor there {s no doubt
that New York's first church building was
then begun. It was a wooden barnlike bulld-
ing on the shore of the East River between
Whitehall and Broad streats, Near by was
the home and stsble of the domimte, while
acroas Broadway
burying ground was lald ouk

at about Morris street &

This church survived for only a few years,
when In the Governorship of Wilhelm Kieft
it wus declded to build & new church to be
called the Bt Nicholas in honor of the tutel-
ary saint of New Amsterdam. One of the
earliest of quarrels over the location of a
public bullding started at once. The aues-
tion was inside or outsida the fort and the
“Insiders” won, despite the argument of the
“gutsiders” that the church wounld cut off
the southeast winds to the great detrfment
of the municipal windmill en the Nbrth
River. This fort was bounded by the
Bowling Green, Bridge, Whitshall and Stata
streets. The Bowling Green wns then
called the plain and was the centre of most
of the little community’s social life.

This church. bullt of rock stons at a cost
of abaut §1,000, was saventy-two feet long,
fifty-two wide and sixtesn high, with a
steeple which housed the town bell. It was
turned down in 1741 at the time of the negro
plols
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O you know, T think there must be
D A special breed of chickens ralsed
Just for restaurant use?

The walter places before me half a chicken
that looks brown and Ane and
plump, o every way inviting. but when 1
come to put n fork into It in order to ecarve
It the fork brings up very promptly against
solld bone. Wherever I try it the result
s the same, the meat covering Appears to
be very thin; and I wonder a llttle at this,
but when I turn It over to Investigate the
reason 18 plain, Fair as It had looked on
the other side, this bird really consists main-
Iy of & large cavity.

Of ecourse, every chicken has to have
more ar less cavity, to contain the machin-
Ty necessary for its life and being; but I
doubt very much whether any other breed
has as much cavity as this thin shelled
variety bred especlally for restaurunt use.

There ara men of alear intalligence, keen
discernment, sound common sense and gond
judgment who know what to do about what.
ever comes along. Endowed with courage,
undaynted by the fear of reaponsaibility, they
make decizions on the spot. Sometimes they
may seem (o ba wrong, but the event |s
more than lkaly W prove them right Ia

handsome,

[ TS |

)

‘Mr. Coslmgton

S Phll()SOph y

high positions you find thesa men usudl s
posts to which they havy atrnined by virtu#
of the qualities I have describad

But there are more of us, 1 fancy, who
are often In doubt. We worry and [rel
through the day over yﬂme question il
we don't know what to do. We lny out in
cur mind one plan, only to confure
numerable objectiona to It Then wo pre
fect another scheme, to find Immediatals
endiess objections to that Trivial all thess
side features may really be, but as we divell

yp -

upon them they grow; and we worry and
fret over them until really we don't kno®
what to do,

When we come to this stase a #
thing to do 18 to sleep on L. Mury a 60
has found his puzzies solved and his troubles
shooed away by a good night's sjesp, the

greatest of all mind clearers and courage
restorers,

Many's the time T'va waksed up in ihe
morning with all doubts and fears dispelled
fnd my covrse plainly marked out for ma

I walk cut then not only comfortable And
"appy but feeling quite it and abla, know-
Ing fust what T want to do and ready 1 n
with anything. 1 might not. even In the
morning, walk up to a lion or n tger
I should meet one coming down the s'rest
and twist ts tall, but I certainiv =hoild
come nearcr to it then than I would In the
afternoon when, with the day, my sleep
restored courage bad begun o wase
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